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2006 Legislative Highlights 
Mine Safety 

 
 
In the wake of the tragic mining fatalities recently suffered in the Appala-

chian Coal Region, the Fletcher administration joined with members of the legisla-
ture, the coal industry and labor representatives in a bipartisan effort to address the 
critical issue of mine safety.  All parties worked long hours to develop the landmark 
mine safety bill, Senate Bill 200.  This legislation reflects the importance Kentucki-
ans place on the job our miners do and of ensuring that they return home safely to 
their families after every shift.  

 
Some of the new provisions of this bill include new accident reporting re-

quirements, including a toll-free number to report mine accidents and emergencies.  
All underground mines will be required to cache additional self-contained self-
rescuers, conduct emergency evacuation drills, and place lifeline cords in all escape-
ways.  In addition, effective two-way communication devices will be required be-
tween the working sections and the surface, and mines will be required to develop 
emergency action and fire fighting plans. All of these measures are designed to en-
sure our miners are properly trained and equipped to escape the mine safely, and to 
allow emergency responders to react quickly in the event of an emergency. 

 
The Mine Safety Bill also provides increased enforcement authority, provid-

ing for the first time authority for the Commissioner of the Department for Natural 
Resources to assess civil penalties against those operations that violate their roof 
control and mine ventilation plans.  In addition, regular inspections for all licensed 
underground mines will increase from two to three regular inspections annually. 
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Kentucky is also the first coal producing state to pass legislation that re-
quires all miners to be drug and alcohol free as a condition of their certification.  
House Bill 572 embodies the recommendations of the Mine Substance Abuse 
Task Force, which creates a new program that is aimed at combating the serious 
threat that substance abuse poses to miner safety.   

 
Prospective miners must demonstrate that they are drug and alcohol free 

prior to examinations for any certification.  To that end, breathalyzer tests will be 
conducted at exam sites and applicants must have passed an 11-panel drug test.  
The bill also authorizes the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing (OMSL) to con-
duct post accident drug and alcohol testing on individuals involved in serious ac-
cidents or fatalities.   Miner training programs will also include substance abuse 
awareness training on an annual basis.   

 
Other provisions require coal companies to report any individual who has 

been discharged for violation of the company’s substance abuse policies to 
OMSL within one business day.   The new legislation requires the Commissioner 
to suspend the certification of any miner who violates the drug free condition of 
his certification, and provides an appeal process through the Mine Safety Review 
Commission. 

 
To encourage coal companies to adopt their own substance abuse pro-

gram, the legislation provides for a 5% credit on workers compensation premi-
ums for those companies that have a certified drug free work place.  The Depart-
ment for Natural Resources will be developing regulations that address the certifi-
cation process and requirements to qualify for this credit.  

 
  A full summary of the new provisions of SB 200 and HB 572 and their 

corresponding implementation dates can be found on the Office of Mine Safety 
& Licensing Web site at http://www.omsl.ky.gov/. 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Sen. Robert Stivers (25th Dist.),  
Sen. Gary Tapp (20th Dist.), and  
Sen. Elizabeth Tori (10th Dist.)  
in Senate 

  Sen. Robert Stivers (25th District)             Rep. Robin Webb (96th District) 

http://www.omsl.ky.gov/�


 
 
 
 
 
 

To All, 
 
On Friday, January 27, 2006, Paris Charles resigned as the Executive Director of the Office of 
Mine Safety and Licensing. Paris served as Executive Director from July 2004 until January 
2006. On behalf of the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing, I would like to thank Paris for his 
contributions to the agency during his stay.  Paris is a knowledgeable and well-respected coal 
miner and I am sure he will be an asset to any organization who seeks his help. 
 
On Monday, January 30, 2006, I was asked to fill the position of Interim Executive Director. I 
am honored to accept this challenge until an Executive Director is named. Like most of my 
predecessors, I quickly became aware of the level of competence and professionalism with the 
OMSL staff, both at the main office in Frankfort and in the field offices within the six districts. 
Thank all of you so much for your help these past weeks. 
 
The recent weeks have been both interesting and enjoyable. I have enjoyed talking to my friends 
from industry and look forward to working with you again while I am here. Many of these 
people whom I consider my friends, both labor and union, I met during the eighteen years that I 
have worked in the industry. Some of them I met during the fifteen years that I have been with 
OMSL. 
 
As always, let’s all work together to ensure the agency moves forward in its quest for the year 
when all of Kentucky’s coal miners return home safely each day. 
 
     Sincerely, 

 
  Johnny Greene 
  Interim Executive Director 
  Office of Mine Safety and Licensing 
 

 
 
 

 
FATALITIES AND SERIOUS ACCIDENTS 

          September 1, 2005—March 31, 2006 
 

 
 

• Fatality—11-4-05—Roger Lankford—Enterprise Mining Co., LLC—Hazard—(Electrical) This accident occurred in the 
mine office when the victim was asked to demonstrate how to use a Fault Wizard. 

• Serious—11-23-05—Colin Sams—Century Operations, LLC—Barbourville—(Underground) Roof Fall 

• Fatality—12-20-05—David Morris, Jr.—H & D Mining, Inc.—Harlan—(Underground) Machinery 

• Serious—1-5-06—Jim R. Sells—Miller Brothers Coal 

• Fatality—1-10-06—Cornelius Yates—Maverick Mining Co., LLC 

• Fatality—1-23-06—James D. Thornsbury—Sassy Coal Company 

• Fatality—2-16-06—Timothy W. Caudill—Perry County Coal Corp. 
 
 
 (Only minimal information can be published on the most recent 
  accidents because the accident reports have not been finalized.  
  Further information will be posted to the website at a later date.) 

 

Fatality and Serious Accident 
Information can be found at 
www.omsl.ky.gov/safety.   
For more detailed information,  
click on Emergency Awareness 
Bulletins (EAB’s). 

Fault Wizard 
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MET Course 

 
Hazard District Office Instructor, 
Ernest Campbell, demonstrating 
skills required in the MET 
course. 
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O M S L  D i s c i p l i n a r y  C a s e s  b e f o r e  t h e   
K e n t u c k y  M i n e  S a f e t y  R e v i e w  C o m m i s s i o n  

 
Pending MSRC Cases 

 
  
1. OMSL v. Clyde Dingess, Docket No. 06-MSRC-001:  This action was brought due to MSHA citations 7395314 and 

7395313 due to Mr. Dingess failing to follow approved roof control and ventilation control. STATUS:  ACTIVE – Prob-
able cause was found February 9, 2006. Settlement terms have been reached. The agreement was mailed to Mr. Dingess on 
February 15, 2006. 

  
2. OMSL v. Ray Lamb, Docket No. 06-MSRC-002 (Harlan):  Action brought by agency against foreman for three viola-

tions cited by MSHA.  STATUS:  ACTIVE – Seeking revocation and probation of certifications.  Probable cause determi-
nation on March 9, 2006.  Hearing set for May 11, 2006. 

  
3.          OMSL v. Kevin R. Yonts and Sonny Ward, Docket No. 06-MSRC-003 (Martin) filed: 2/23/06.  Subject:  KDMM 

inspector conducted an investigation of underground coal mine, followed by two other inspections within the next few 
weeks.  Numerous unsafe conditions/violations were found, many of which placed miners in imminent danger of death or 
serious injury; e.g., cutting machine with exposed wiring, scoops with inoperable methane monitors and parking brakes, no 
test holes, absence or damaged roof bolts, cable crossing conveyor without conduit, failure to properly store flammable 
materials, producing coal over a closure order, etc.  The violations were the responsibility of the superintendent Yonts and 
section foreman Ward.  STATUS: ACTIVE - Probable cause found March 9, 2006.  Hearing set for May 11, 2006.   

  
4. OMSL v. Bobby Young, Michael P. Collins and Jerry Oliver, No. 06-MSRC-004 (Hazard):  This action was 

brought by OMSL requesting probation and revocation of the Defendants’ certificates due to the issuance of thirty (30) 
separate Non-Compliances/Closure Orders for mine safety violations.  STATUS:  ACTIVE – Probable determined by 
the Commission on March 9, 2006.  Hearing set for May 11, 2006. 

    
5. OMSL v. Phillip Short and Billy Ray McCoy, No. 06-MSRC-005 (Pikeville):  Agency action against named defen-

dants for violations relating to serious electrical accident. Seeking suspensions and probation of certificates.   
 STATUS:  ACTIVE – Probable cause found on March 9, 2006.  Hearing set for May 11, 2006. 
  
6. OMSL v. Rick Fouts, No. 06-MSRC-006 (Hazard):  Action brought by agency against foreman for method of mining 

violation involving fatality.  STATUS: ACTIVE –Seeking suspension of foreman certification and probation of other 
certifications.  Probable cause determination on March 9, 2006.  Hearing set for June 8, 2006. 

  
7. OMSL v. Steven Lester, William Ratliff, Micky Stapleton and Victor Newsome, No. 06-MSRC-007 

(Pikeville):  This action was brought by OMSL requesting probation and revocation of the Defendants’ certificates due to 
the issuance of twenty-two (22) separate Non-Compliance/Closure Orders for electrical safety violations.   

 STATUS:  ACTIVE – Probable cause determined by the Commission on March 9, 2006.  Hearing set for June 8, 2006. 
          
8. OMSL v. Alger B. Jent, Jerry D. Morgan & James E. Byrd, Docket No. 05-MSRC-005 filed: 3/9/05 subject: 

OMSL inspectors conducted a High Impact Safety Awareness (“HISA”) inspection of underground coal mine in response 
to complaint; numerous unsafe conditions/violations were found, including seven which placed miners in imminent danger 
of serious injury or death; e.g., an adequate pre-shift examination for hazardous conditions had not been performed; a 
crosscut was mined into an unsupported entry; extended continuous miner cuts had not been roof-bolted; various other 
areas of the mine had unsupported mine roof; miners had worked under unsupported roof; electrical circuits were “bridged 
out”, thus defeating a critical safety feature; cigarette butts were found underground. STATUS:ACTIVE –MSRC found 
probable cause against all defendants on 4/14/05; MSRC approved OMSL’s settlement agreement with Morgan: electri-
cian’s certificate placed on probation for one year, effective 3/23/05; must take electrical training from OMSL’s chief 
electrical inspector; must re-take and pass Kentucky electrical examination within 120 days or electrical card will be sus-
pended until he passes exam; trial on Jent is set for April 8, 2006, although settlement discussions are underway. 
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O M S L  D i s c i p l i n a r y  C a s e s  b e f o r e  t h e   

K e n t u c k y  M i n e  S a f e t y  R e v i e w  C o m m i s s i o n  
 

Pending MSRC Cases—Continued 
 
 
9.               OMSL v. Hobert Hoskins & Rodney Morgan, Docket No. 05-MSRC-007  Filed: 4/8/05   Subject: Company’s 

approved roof control plan allowed maximum continuous miner cuts of 20 feet; MSHA inspectors found a crosscut cut 43 
feet deep, which exposed miners to imminent danger of serious injury or death; Hoskins was the section foreman and 
Morgan operated the continuous miner; STATUS:  ACTIVE – MSRC found probable cause against both defendants on 
4/14/05; OMSL has entered into settlement agreement with Morgan approved by the Commission on November 11, 
2005, wherein his underground miner’s certificate was probated for one year from that date; the Commission entered a 
default judgment against Hoskins on November 11, 2005, that is currently on appeal to Franklin Circuit Court.   

  
10 OMSL v. Gregory Saragas, No. 05-MSRC-O11 (Barbourville):  The action was brought by OMSL following state-

ments given to OMSL investigators alleging that Saragas issued training certifications without giving the required training.  
STATUS: ACTIVE – Probable cause found on November 11, 2005.  Settlement negotiations were not successful.  The 
hearing on the matter is set for April 13, 2006. 

  
11. OMSL v. Homer Sams, Lonnie Rice, Delmas Jackson & Floyd Hibbard, No. 05-MSRC-009 (Barbourville):  

Electrical inspections revealed numerous unsafe conditions/violations in the Century Operations No. 4 Mine.  Most of the 
more than twenty (20) violations involved improper alterations of circuits that disabled important safety equipment.   

 STATUS: ACTIVE – Probable cause determined on September 8, 2005.  Answers filed by Respondents.  Settlement 
terms have been proposed without resolution.  The hearing is set for April 13, 2006.  

  
12. OMSL v. Darrell Banks, Onis R. Smith & Conley Horn, No. 05-MSRC-010 (Martin): Referral of case from 

MSHA.  Inspection by MSHA found smoking materials in the area of active mining.  Those miners to whom the materials 
belonged have been cited and the foreman was cited for failure to conduct a proper search.  STATUS: ACTIVE – Prob-
able cause determined on September 8, 2005.  Answers filed by respondents.  The case is being held in abeyance pending 
the conclusion of a federal investigation. Status report is due in May 2006. 

  
13. OMSL v. Highlands Mining & Processing Co., Inc., Charles Robert Stump, Anthony Boggs, Tony 

Dean, Ricky Bolin, Marty Boggs, Gary V. Planck, Jeremiah Caldwell & Anthony Simpson, Docket No. 
04-MSRC-019 Filed: 12/9/04  Subject: OMSL issued a closure order to Highlands Mining & Processing because of hazard-
ous roof conditions throughout the working section; OMSL's inspectors told Stump, the mine owner, that the company 
would have to install 10-foot "rope" bolts throughout the section to abate the closure order ("red tag"); instead, the com-
pany decided to discontinue mining and "danger off" some entries, and to install rope bolts on the rest of the section and 
resume mining those entries; when an OMSL inspector made a follow-up inspection three weeks later, he discovered that 
the company had taken down the safety timbers blocking access to the red-tagged area, had removed the "DANGER - 
STAY OUT" sign, and had resumed mining in the red-tagged area. STATUS: MSRC found probable cause against all 
defendants on 1/13/05; Bolin has prior 1st offense (see case No. 04-MSRC-013); MSRC has approved OMSL's settlement 
agreements with six of the defendants: Anthony Boggs &  Dean (6 months revocation each of underground mine fore-
man's certificate, effective 2/7/05; if they re-take and pass foreman's exam and become re-certified by the Kentucky Min-
ing Board, new mine foreman's certificate will automatically be placed on probation for one year; probation of under-
ground miner's certificate for 18 months; 8 hours of special safety training from OMSL); Marty Boggs & Planck (15 
months probation each of underground miner's certificate, effective 2/7/05; 8 hours of special safety training from 
OMSL); Simpson (1 year probation of miner's certificate, effective 12/28/04 + 8 hours special safety training); Caldwell (1 
year probation of miner's certificate, effective 1/31/05 + 8 hours special safety training); trial for the remaining defendants 
scheduled for 7/14/05.  ACTIVE.  Anthony Boggs – Training completed:  Yes – 3/3/05 – Revocation period completed:  
Yes – 8/7/05 – Exam passed:  Yes – 11/3/05.  Tony Dean – Training completed:  Yes – 3/305 – Revocation period 
completed:  Yes – 8/6/05.  Jeremiah Caldwell (NON-ACTIVE) – Training completed:  Yes – 3/3/05 – Probation com-
pleted:  Yes – 1/31/06. 

  
 14.           OMSL v. Willie Sizemore, Jimmy Morgan and Floyd Hibbard, No. 04-MSRC-002 (Barbourville):  Mine su-

perintendent and two section foremen for mine subjected to HISA inspection were held responsible for numerous viola-
tions found during the inspection and a follow-up inspection.  STATUS:  ACTIVE – Morgan and Hibbard entered settle-
ment agreements for suspension, probation and retesting.  Hearing for Sizemore was held July 14, 2005.  Commission 
entered final order on September 8, 2005 and ordered suspension of foreman’s card and suspension of miner’s card for 
seven (7) days, along with retraining and retesting requirements.  Sizemore has filed an appeal of the Commission’s finding 
in Franklin Circuit Court.  He alleges that the order is unsupported and that the statutes and regulations are unconstitu-
tional.  Motion to dismiss filed by Commission, answer filed by OMSL. 

  
 
 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT 
NOTE: 
 
A complete listing 
of all cases  
prosecuted by the  
Office of Mine 
Safety and  
Licensing will be  
available at 
www.omsl.ky.gov 
in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Final orders of the 
Mine Safety  
Review Commis-
sion, dated to 2002, 
can be found at 
www.msrc.ky.gov. 
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K e n t u c k y  M i n e  S a f e t y  R e v i e w  C o m m i s s i o n  
 

S a n c t i o n e d  M i n e r s  a n d  E n t i t i e s — 2 0 0 5  
 
 
 
 

05-MSRC-001  Jerry L. Morman          Pikeville 
 Default—May 26, 2005        
 Sanctions: 1 year Probation UG Miner Cert (5/26/06) 
 8 hr Special Safety Training w/in 45 days (7/10/05) 
 Training Completed: 
 Probation Completed: 

 
05-MSRC-002  Alan B. Pigman           Martin  
 Settlement—April 19, 2005 
 Sanctions: Indefinite Probation of Temp UG Miner  
 Cert. # MN-0164-03 until 40 hr inexperienced miner training and pass UG Miner Exam w/in 120 
 days (8/17/05) and probation for 1 year upon passing and receiving Permanent UG Miner Exam 
 Training Completed: YES—8/3/05 
 Exam passed: 
 Probation Completed:                                                        
 
05-MSRC-003   Charles Vanderpool        Martin 
 Settlement—April 19, 2005 
 Sanctions: 1 year Probation UG Miner Cert (4/19/06) 
 8 hr special safety training w/in 45 days (6/3/05) 
 Training Completed: 
 Probation Completed: 
 
05-MSRC-005   Jerry D. Morgan            Hazard 
 Settlement—March 24, 2005 
 Sanctions: 1 year Probation of Elect. Cert PE-208-03 (3/24/06) 
         4-8 hr electrical training with D.Johnson w/in 45 days 
        120 days (7/22/05) to take and pass Electrical Exam 
 Training Completed:  YES 
  Exam passed:  FAILED           
 Certificate suspended for failure to pass exam 
 Probation completed: 
 
05-MSRC-005  James E. Byrd              Hazard 
 Settlement—October 11, 2005 
 Sanction:  2 year Probation UG Miner Cert A-138-02 (10/11/07) 
 120 days (2/8/06) to take and pass UGMF exam 
 Exam passed:  YES 2/23/06 
 Probation completed: 

 
05-MSRC-006  Dennis Jewell              Martin  
 Settlement—May 16, 2005 
 Sanctions: 1 year Probation Electrician Cert. and UG Miner Cert. (5/16/06)  
 8 hr special safety training w/in 45 days (6/30/05) 
 Training completed: YES—6/29/05 
 Probation completed: 
  

. 

 
 

 

 
The list on  
pages 6 and 
7 are names 
of  persons 
or entities 
who are cur-
rently under  
sanction by 
the Mine 
Safety Re-
view Com-
mission. 
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K e n t u c k y  M i n e  S a f e t y  R e v i e w  C o m m i s s i o n  
 

S a n c t i o n e d  M i n e r s  a n d  E n t i t i e s — 2 0 0 5 — C o n t i n u e d  
 
 
 
 

05-MSRC-007 Hobert Hoskins            Hazard 
  Default—November 10, 2005 
  Sanction: 60 day Suspension UGM cert A-51-00 (1/9/06) 
  8 hr special safety training w/in 45 days (12/25/05) 
  Suspension completed: YES—1/9/06 
  Training completed: 
 
05-MSRC-007  Rodney Morgan  
  Settlement—January 4, 2006 
  Sanctions: 1 year Probation UG Miner Cert (1/4/07) 
  Probation completed: 
 
05-MSRC-008  Larry Chapman            Hazard 
  Settlement—May 23, 2005 
  Sanctions: 1 year Revocation Electrical Cert PE-205-04 (5/23/06) 
  1 year Probation UG Miner Cert (5/23/06) 
  4-8 hours special electrical training w/in 60 days   (7/22/05) 
  Training completed:  YES—6/13/05 
  Revocation completed: 
  Probation completed: 
 
*05-MSRC-012  Ann Epperson  Barbourville 
  Settlement—February 9, 2006 
  Sanctions:  Permanent Revocation of Surface Mine Instructor  
  Cert SI-127-94 
  1 year Probation MET  HN-054-97 (2/9/07) 
  1 year Probation Surface Mine Foreman S-204-94   (2/9/07) 
  1 year Probation Surface Miner Cert (2/9/07) 

Probation completed: 
 
* Permanently Sanctioned 
 

Final Orders/Sanctions of  the Mine Safety Review 
Commission, dated back to 2002, can be found at 
www.msrc.ky.gov. 

 
  



Coal Mine Rescue  
Kentucky Contests 

2006 
* * * * * * * * 

Smokeaters Post 2 Bench Contest 
May 12th—13th 

Lexington, Kentucky 
 

Western Kentucky Mining Institute Mine Rescue, First Air,  
Bench and Preshift Contest 

May 24th—25th 
Madisonville, Kentucky 

 
Manchester Safety Days Mine Rescue, Bench, First Aid  

and Preshift Contest 
June 20th—22nd 

Manchester, Kentucky 
 

Eastern Kentucky Holmes Mine Rescue, First Aid, Bench  
and Preshift Contest 
August 23rd-—24th 

Allen, Kentucky 
 

Kentucky State Mine Rescue, Bench, Preshift  
and MET Contest  

and Kentucky Mining Institute 
September 7th—8th 
Lexington, Kentucky 
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OMSL NEWS 

National Institute Management System Compliance (NIMS) 
 
The National Incident Management System provides a common approach to 
state and national response that will enable responders at all levels to work 
together more effectively to manage domestic incidents. NIMS includes a 
core set of guidelines, standards, and protocols for command and manage-
ment, preparedness, and communications in emergency situations. 
 
Developed by the Secretary of Homeland Security at the request of the President, the National Incident 
Management System (NIMS) integrates effective practices in emergency preparedness and response into 
a comprehensive national framework for incident management. The Kentucky Office of Homeland 
Security is the state administrative agency in the Commonwealth charged by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security to fully integrate the NIMS into all incident management  
protocols and procedures. 
 
In the coming months, NIMS will become the standard incident management proto-
col for the entire Commonwealth, and represents Kentucky’s leadership in imple-
menting national homeland security compliance measures. 
 
The Office of Mine Safety and Licensing will soon be 100% NIMS compliant. 

WHAT WE DO... 
 
The Division of  
Explosives and Blasting 
reviews and issues  
permits to purchase or 
receive explosives to coal 
mines, rock quarries,  
construction companies 
and individuals. 
 
Explosives and Blasting 
inspectors make routine 
checks of all blasting  
operations to ensure  
compliance with the laws 
and regulations governing 
the use of explosives. 
 
In addition, E&B inspec-
tors answer 100% of all 
public complaints received 
by the Division. These 
complaints primarily  
concern ground vibrations, 
noise, fly rock, and various 
other adverse effects of 
blasting. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Training and Education News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The People of 
OMSL 

* * * * * * 
Nancy Toombs 

OMSL Receptionist 
Frankfort Office 

 
A familiar voice at the 

OMSL Frankfort Office 
belongs to Nancy Toombs. 

 
Nancy was born in Lexington 
to a family of five girls and one 

boy.  Her family moved to 
Casey County, (Liberty) 

Kentucky when Nancy was in 
the second grade.  Nancy 

graduated from Liberty Inde-
pendent High School and 
attended Somerset Area 

Vocational-Technical School.   
 

She worked for a while in 
Lexington prior to moving to 
Washington D.C.  Upon her 
return to Kentucky, Nancy 
began her employment as a 
switchboard operator for 

GEN TEL and soon thereaf-
ter became employed with the 

Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky—KDMM in 1968.   

 
She has held various positions 
within the Oil & Gas Divi-

sion, as well as Commis-
sioner’s staff until her retire-
ment in 2002.  Nancy re-
turned to OMSL (then 

KDMM) to accept the position 
of Receptionist. 

 
Thank you, Nancy, for your 

years of service to the  
Commonwealth. 
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OMSL PERSONNEL NEWS 
 
Welcome New Employees— 
   
 Matt Lacy—Division of Explosives and Blasting, 1-16-06 
 Roger Stacy—Electrical Inspector, Pikeville District Office, 2-1-06 
 Jimmy Slone—Underground Mine Safety Analyst, Martin District Office, 2-1-06 
 Patsy Blackburn—Mine Safety Instructor, Pikeville District Office, 3-16-06 
 Billy Wilson—Underground Mine Safety Analyst, Pikeville District Office, 3-16-06 
 Gary Lucas—Underground Mine Safety Analyst, Pikeville District Office, 3-16-06 
 
Anniversaries— In 2006, the following employees will reach important   
  milestones in service to the  
  Commonwealth of Kentucky— 
 
 Julie Middleton—Harlan District Office—30 years 
 Mary England—Martin District Office—30 years 
 Bill Morgan—Frankfort Office—20 years 
 Larry Stump—Barbourville District Office—20 years 
 Gene Adams—Barbourville District Office—10 years 
 Christopher Ashby—Madisonville District Office—10 years 

 
 

We are currently finalizing our training plans for the new miner and 
mine foreman classes that we offer.  This new training plan and  
updated classroom materials will further enable our instructors to pro-
vide quality education and training and will prove to be a key  
factor in preventing surface and underground mining accidents and 
fatalities in the near future. 

 
Mine Mapping News 

 
The Mine Mapping co-op students took at field trip on Wednesday, March 15th to Knox 
County.  Along with Dill Finley, Inspector Principal of the Barbourville District Office, the 
students toured a Blue Gem coal seam underground mine and a 
surface mine in the Dean coal seam. 
 
Students and staff involved in the tour included: 

 
Dill Finley, Inspector Principal, OMSL Barbourville District Office 
John Hiett, Manager, Mine Mapping Program, Frankfort Office 
Tom Schubert, Supervisor, Frankfort Office 
Jordon Caudill, Intern KSU, Frankfort Office 
Tom Conley, Intern UK, Frankfort Office 
Mark Watson, Intern UK, Frankfort Office 
Dave Logan, Intern UK, Frankfort Office 
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Earthquake Exercise 

 

On March 1-2, 2006, The Office of Mine Safety and Licensing, in cooperation 
with the KY Office of Homeland Security, KY Army National Guard, KY Divi-
sion of Emergency Management, KY State Police, and many other agencies 
joined forces with Ken America Mining to conduct an Earthquake Exercise at the 
Wendell Ford Regional Training Center in Greenville, Kentucky. 
 
The exercise was to test the communications and Joint Information System defi-
ciencies identified in the West Virginia Sago Coal Mining accident, to ensure that 
Kentucky would be prepared to deal effectively with a mining accident, specifi-
cally in regards to the control of information and how that information is shared 
and made public. 
 
The basic scenario established an earthquake in western Kentucky that caused 
miners to be trapped underground, and a piece of equipment to catch fire. OMSL 
mine rescue teams are dispatched to the scene to begin rescue.  The exercise also 
calls for local and state emergency response. 
 
The exercise was very successful in establishing an effective Incident Management 
System, Joint Information System, and Mine Rescue Command Center, and dem-
onstrating how these components would work together in the event of an actual 
emergency. It allowed the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing to better under-
stand the assistance that can be provided by the various statewide emergency 
management agencies in responding to an emergency situation. 
 
Some of the recommendations that came from the exercise for coal companies to 
consider prior to an emergency situation: 
 
• Where on the property can the Mine Rescue Command Center be estab-

lished? 
• Where on the property can a joint incident command center be established? 
• Where would families be located during an emergency situation? 
• Where would press be housed during an emergency situation? 
• Who from the company would act as the company spokesperson to liaison 

with the press, families and Joint Incident Command Center? 
• Where would a triage area be established? 
• Can a helicopter land on the property?  If not, where is the closest landing 

zone to transport the injured. 
 
The primary reason for the exercise was to determine the effectiveness of the 
communications between emergency responders, the level of coordination and 
cooperation, and the role each agency plays in dealing with an emergency situa-
tion. 

      
Article by Holly McCoy, OTAS 

 
 

 
The Wendell H. Ford Regional  
Training Facility—Greenville, KY 
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Neil Honeycutt, Mine Safety  
Analyst, Hazard District Office 
checks out a herd of elk at Big 
Elk Mining Company, LLC, 
Frasure Creek Mine #6 in Perry 
County. 

 
Photography by Curtis Hall,  

District Supervisor,  
Hazard District Office 

Mining Tour 
 
On December 8, 2005, OMSL employees toured one of Enterprise Mining 
Company’s underground coal mines. The tour was conducted by the J.R. 
King, Mine Superintendent, and John Collett, Mine Foreman, from Enter-
prise Mining.  Their office is located in Whitesburg, Kentucky, and the 
mine is located in Letcher County.  
 
It was the first time Beth, Kristie, Michelle and Sara had been under-
ground.  They remarked that it was very exciting and educational to actu-
ally see coal being mined in addition to seeing up-close the different equip-
ment that is required to mine coal. 

Michelle & Kristie 

Kristie, Sara, J.R. King of Enterprise, Beth, Michelle & 
Mine Foreman from Enterprise in mantrip, and Randy 
Campbell (OMSL Hazard District Office) standing 

Michelle, Beth, Frank, Sara & Kristie 

 

Blasting Class Offered!!! 
The Kentucky Office of Mine 
Safety and Licensing, Division 
of Explosives and Blasting, will 
offer blasting classes on the 
following dates: 
 
Limited License Class -  
Tuesday, June 6th, 2006  
• 8 hour class—$20 
• 4 hour class—$10 
 
These classes will be offered re-
gardless of the number of students 
registered. 
 
Anyone needing “retraining” can 
attend as many hours as needed. 
 
Please notify OMSL anytime 10 or 
more students need retraining—a 
class will be offered to accommo-
date this request. 
 
Classes will be held in the First 
Floor Conference Room at 1025 
Capital Center Drive, Frankfort, 
Kentucky. 
 
For further information or to 
register, please contact Jeff Reed at 
502-573-1040  



 
 
 
 

Written by Karen Lynn Smith, Administrative Specialist III, Pikeville District Office  
and John Justice, President, CEDAR, Inc. 
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  CEDAR, Inc. 
MINE TOUR – March 20, 2006 

 
 
 
 
 
CEDAR (Coal Education Development and Resources, Inc.) in conjunction with Pikeville College 
and the Kentucky Office of Mine Safety and Licensing-Pikeville District conducted a mine tour on 
March 20th. This is a CEDAR-sponsored event which is conducted through the Community Edu-
cation Program of Pikeville College, a four-year liberal arts institution. 
 
CEDAR coordinated the event with Pikeville College providing publicity and transport vans with 
drivers. The Office of Mine Safety and Licensing provided use of their offices for registration and 
tour orientation which includes a video on coal mining in Kentucky. They also provided an under-
ground and surface mining specialist who joined with two coal company officials to serve as tour 
guides. This enabled the attendees to see the industry through the eyes of regulators and operators. 
Mike Elswick, District Supervisor; Greg Goins, Surface Analyst; and Karen Smith, Administrative 
Specialist assisted CEDAR in conducting the tour.  Of note, this is the 6th tour conducted by this 
group of individuals.  Tours are held in March and October of each year. 
 
The tour was open to the general public through the college’s community education program and 
more specifically CEDAR’s recruitment of high school seniors entertaining the possibility of enter-
ing the coal industry as a career. 
 
The tour included the following three segments: 
 
Underground: The first stop was one of McCoy Elkhorn’s underground mines. At this stop the 
state and company officials explained the mining method and in general the equipment used, work 
force/training requirements, tonnages, qualities and markets. They also responded to all general 
and specific questions from the attendees.  Gary Hensley, Mine Superintendent, from McCoy Elk-
horn assisted by answering questions about this particular mine. 
 
Surface / Reclamation:  The next stop was Appalachian Fuels, Bent Branch, combination moun-
tain-top removal and contour mining operation. The same format was used at this site as at the 
underground site. After a question and answer session the group moved to the reclamation area of 
the operation where a tailgate lunch was provided by CEDAR.  Attendees enjoyed their lunch as 
they experienced the scenic view from atop this mining operation. After lunch the reclamation 
process and type was explained by Patrick Angel, OSMRE.  Mr. Angel explained the new type of 
reclamation which was being used on this particular job as the “Appalachian Regional Reforesta-
tion Initiative”.  The goal of this type of reclamation is to plant more high-value hardwood trees 
on reclaimed lands in Appalachia, increase the survival rates and growth rates of planted trees, and 
expedite the establishment of forest habitat through natural succession.  One note of key interest 
was that the American Chestnut tree had been planted here and was starting to thrive. 
 
Post-Mined Land Use:  After visiting the two mine sites the tour’s last stop was the Pikeville/ 
Pike County Airport which sits atop a mountain-top removal mine site. The group heard how the 
entire Eastern Kentucky region has and continues to benefit from this facility, which would not 
have been possible without the prior mining activities. They were told of the many benefits our 
region receives including but not limited to, economic development, emergency medical flights, 
recreation, jobs, quicker access to necessary parts and components relative to the local industry 
and business concerns, as well as others. 
 
 
CEDAR, Inc. is an all volunteer, not-for-profit organization whose mission is to facilitate 
the increase of knowledge and understanding of the many benefits the Coal Industry pro-
vides in our daily lives.  CEDAR’s goal is to educate our citizens about coal and enable 
them to form a knowledgeable and unbiased opinion of the Coal Industry. 
 
 
For more information, contact Karen Lynn Smith at the  
OMSL Pikeville District Office—(606) 433-7742 
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